Knights of Columbus — Mississippi Jurisdiction
Award Entry Form — Best Council of the Year

Instructions:

Complete the following areas and submit it to the State Programs Chairman before March 31 of each state year.
Additional paper may be used if space is not sufficient. You may also attach photographs, newspaper clippings, and
letters of accommodation or other special items for consideration of your council.

Madison - St Francis of Assisi

Council Name:

Council Number: Council Size:

9543 X-Large

Explain why your council should be selected as this year’s Best Council of the Year:

Council 9543 exemplifies the many desired characteristics and qualities found in a BEST council as follows:

We've exceeded our insurance and membership quotas.

We perform service to our families, faith community, our community at large, our youth, and our church. Additionally, we've
coordinated activities across Council "boundaries” in order to serve the larger good of our diocesan KC councils.

Church

We have KC's conducting duty as Ministers of Hospitality, EMOHC's, Lectors, Parish Council, Director of Social Concerns, EMOCH to
elderly, shut-ins and infirm. Director of Social Concerns, EMOCH to elderly, shut-ins and infirm.

Of all Councils in the local area, 9543 was asked to cook for the "Women and Spirit - Catholic Sisters in America" luncheon which
was attended by 79 women of faith service, Bishop Kopacz and Father Mike O'Brien.

We worked a drainage project to ease flooding on the east side of St. Francis of Assisi Parish grounds. We cut dead and cleaned up
trees that surround St. Francis of Assisi Parish.

We host & sponsor Silver Rose Icon prayer & rosary service at St. Francis of Assisi Parish and displayed the Icon with pamphlets for
students at St. Joseph's Catholic School.

We host and sponsor weekly Rosary and family Stations of the Cross during Lent. And cook Friday meatless meals for parish.
We cook and serve Reconciliation Priest Dinners twice a year for 15 priests.

We hosted and sponsored a Marian Hour of Prayer service.

We cook RCIA meetings and sponsor two RCIA candidates annually.

Ordered food, cooked and served for Sr Paula's "Traditions and Treasures" St. Francis Early Childhood Education Center Annual
Fundraiser serving approx. 250 guests. Well over 220 manhours used in this event with over 20 KC's and spouses helping.

Community

We were asked by the owner of Patty Peck Honda - Bob Aubrey - to cook for his first annual Veteran's Day USO Charity Fundraiser
where we helped them raise over $9,000.

We were asked to cook for the Military Police 114th Company of the MS National Guard Christmas Party serving 250 guests. Many
KC'’s took part and left with a rewarding feeling.

We cooked smoked pork butts for Germantown High School Softball team helping them raise thousands of dollars for their team
equipment and uniforms.

Conducted a very productive Blood Drive with over 20 KC's and another 20 or so parishioners donating pints. The Boy Scouts
worked the registration and recovery table.

D. Tunney Vandevender Grand Knight

Submitted By: Position:

(Attach additional pages as needed)



Madison - St Francis of Assisi 9543

Council

We've implemented a "Knight in Training" program whereby we recognize the work of our fellow KC's son's at KC events and
activities; tree cutting, cooking for Lenten and Parish Meals, Halloween Trunks for Treats party, participating in Stations of the
Cross, etc. These young fellows earn a Tee-Shirt which reads "Knight in Training" with the KC Shield on the chest.

We conduct our own Degrees and have our own team for all levels.

We conduct 2 corporate communions per year followed by a family pot-luck dinner.

We have over 55 Knights in Shining Armor

Family

We have an annual KC Family Camp-out and Memorial Mass for Deceased Members and their Widows in November. Also
invited are our Scout units — Boy and Cub Scouts as a way of exposing our youth to the KC's in their formative years.

We conduct a Lenten Family Stations of the Cross during Lent.

We held a Trunks for Treats Family Halloween family event where families backed their cars, trucks, vans and SUV's into
parking spaces and the kids went car to car trick or treating. We held costume contests for youth, teens and pets. Winners
were awarded gift cards and free movie tickets. We served Chili Dogs for dinner. Well over 120 folks attended and
participated in the costume contest.

Culture of Life

In October we place 154 white crosses in the St. Francis Activity Field which represents the number of abortions performed in
the Unites States every hour.

We conducted a Culture of Life Rosary with the parish families and was well attended.

We also supported St. Joe students trip to Washington, DC.

Our Pro Life Committee Chair Dennis Riecke also serves on the board of BirthRight of Jackson.

Youth

We recognize Alter Servers on a monthly basis.

We feed over 1,000 people at St. Joseph Catholic School's annual Draw Down which takes up 2 full days of set-up, food prep,
cooking, serving, clean up and take down. It involves the contribution and participation of over 50 KC's and their respective

family members with over 600 man-hours put in. St Joe raises +$50k on this event as they say, because of the food.

We cook for St. Anthony Catholic School's Catholic Schools Week Family Appreciation dinner feeding over 300 parents,
teachers, staff and students. Required the work of 8 Knights and 60 man hours.

We cooked over 230 butts for two Catholic Scout Troops' Super Bowl Sunday Fundraiser events. Utilized over 30 brother
Knights and over 400 man hours.

We are one of only 4 area Councils to participate in Coats for Kids.
We cook the Confirmation Dinner for St. Francis youth and parents.
We cook 3 times a year for St. Francis youth group functions.
Summary

We've hit notes in every category: Church, Council, Community, Family, Youth, and Culture of Life...all without expectation of
receiving anything in return but goodwill.
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We've implemented a "Knight in Training" program whereby we recognize the work of our fellow KC's son's at KC events and activities; tree cutting, cooking for Lenten and Parish Meals, Halloween Trunks for Treats party, participating in Stations of the Cross, etc.  These young fellows earn a Tee-Shirt which reads "Knight in Training" with the KC Shield on the chest.  

We conduct our own Degrees and have our own team for all levels.

We conduct 2 corporate communions per year followed by a family pot-luck dinner.

We have over 55 Knights in Shining Armor 
 
Family

We have an annual KC Family Camp-out and Memorial Mass for Deceased Members and their Widows in November.  Also invited are our Scout units – Boy and Cub Scouts as a way of exposing our youth to the KC’s in their formative years.

We conduct a Lenten Family Stations of the Cross during Lent.

We held a Trunks for Treats Family Halloween family event where families backed their cars, trucks, vans and SUV's into parking spaces and the kids went car to car trick or treating.  We held costume contests for youth, teens and pets.  Winners were awarded gift cards and free movie tickets.  We served Chili Dogs for dinner.  Well over 120 folks attended and participated in the costume contest.   
 
Culture of Life

In October we place 154 white crosses in the St. Francis Activity Field which represents the number of abortions performed in the Unites States every hour.

We conducted a Culture of Life Rosary with the parish families and was well attended.

We also supported St. Joe students trip to Washington, DC.

Our Pro Life Committee Chair Dennis Riecke also serves on the board of BirthRight of Jackson.

Youth

We recognize Alter Servers on a monthly basis.

We feed over 1,000 people at St. Joseph Catholic School's annual Draw Down which takes up 2 full days of set-up, food prep, cooking, serving, clean up and take down.  It involves the contribution and participation of over 50 KC's and their respective family members with over 600 man-hours put in.  St Joe raises +$50k on this event as they say, because of the food.

We cook for St. Anthony Catholic School's Catholic Schools Week Family Appreciation dinner feeding over 300 parents, teachers, staff and students.  Required the work of 8 Knights and 60 man hours.

We cooked over 230 butts for two Catholic Scout Troops' Super Bowl Sunday Fundraiser events.  Utilized over 30 brother Knights and over 400 man hours.

We are one of only 4 area Councils to participate in Coats for Kids.

We cook the Confirmation Dinner for St. Francis youth and parents.

We cook 3 times a year for St. Francis youth group functions.

Summary

We've hit notes in every category: Church, Council, Community, Family, Youth, and Culture of Life...all without expectation of receiving anything in return but goodwill.




